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Yalois over the swollen heritage of the Valois dukes of Burgundy. In the
Hellenic case, again, a sequence of alternating bouts of war and spells of
peace, that makes its first epiphany in the overture, then repeats itself in
a cycle of competition between the survivors of the ordeal to which the
overture had subjected all competitors who had had the hardihood to
enter the lists. We shall also notice in the Hellenic course of events a
tendency, which we have noticed in the corresponding Western story,
for regional vortices which at first behave like so many independent
focuses of military and political force to coalesce into a single vortex
drawing into itself the whole of the action in all quarters of the inter-
national arena. In the evolution of a Western Balance of Power we have
watched such outlying vortices round the marches between Western
Christendom and the Ottoman Empire and between Western Christen-
dom and Muscovy coalescing with the central vortex round Italy and
Flanders. In the Hellenic story we shall see a vortex round the coasts
of the Aegean in the Levant and a vortex round Sicily and Magna
Graecia in the western basin of the Mediterranean1 coalescing into a
vortex engulfing the Mediterranean Basin from end to end.

We shall also see the partial neutralization of the Great Powers*
potency, through their respective successes in frustrating one another's
ambitions, giving opportunities for minor states to come to birth and
grow in the interstices between the rugged cyclopean boulders which the
deliberately engineered traffic-blocks in the avalanche have brought into
a precarious equilibrium. For example, a Rhodian tripolis, that found
itself in a key position in the new world called into existence by Alex-
ander's overthrow of the Achaemenidae, was able, in the course of the
overture cycle, during the General War of 321-301 B.C., to hold out in
305 B.C. against the siege artillery of Demetrius Poliorcetes with the help
of the coalition of Alexander's other successors that was opposing
Demetrius's father Antigonus Monophthalmus's bid for world dominion.
An Aetolian Confederacy of Continental Greek cantons and city-states,
a similar Achaean Confederacy in the Peloponnese, and an Attalid
Principality in the immediate hinterland of the Continental Asiatic half
of the original homeland of Hellenism all started their political careers
in the course of the overture during the catastrophic sequel to a supple-
mentary war which had followed, in 282-281 B.C., the General War of
321-301 B.C.; and the exhaustion of the Great Powers in the next
general war (in Oriente gerebatur 266-241 B.C.) not only gave these four
already established minor states opportunities of consolidating and
extending their previous gains, but also enabled partisans of reform at
Sparta to regenerate their commonwealth by the social revolution of
227 B.C., and advocates of a quiet life at Athens to recapture a precarious
independence for their country in 229 B.C.

While all these features in a post-Alexandrine Hellenic international
landscape are reminiscent of the corresponding features in the landscape
of a Western World in its Early Modern Age, the Hellenic tragedy
differed from the Western in giving rein to violence with an unparalleled
lack of restraint; and this demonic mania, which reminded a twentieth-
1 'The Portent* of the Medieval "Western mariners.